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POLICY: 4.1 HYGIENE AND INFECTION CONTROL POLICY 
 

Procedure: 4.8 Immunisation   

Immunisations protect children while their immune systems are still developing and prevent 

them from getting serious diseases.  

 

4.8.1 Linking to Policy  

This procedural guidance should be read in conjunction with the service 4.1 Hygiene and 

Infection Control Policy and will assist the Approved Provider, Management, Staff 

(Nominated Supervisors, Coordinators, and Administrative Staff members) Educators, 

Educator Assistants and parents/guardians to implement the policy. The procedure covers: 

 

4.8.2 No Jab No Pay 

4.8.3 Exclusion Period  

4.8.4 Immunisation  

4.8.5 National Immunisation Program Schedule 

4.8.6 National Immunisation Program 

4.8.7 Recommended Minimum Exclusion Period 

 

4.8.2 No Jab No Pay (Immunisation Requirements) 

From 1 January 2016, parents who do not fully immunise their children (less than 20 years of 

age) will cease to be eligible for Child Care Subsidy and the Family Tax Benefit Part A end of 

year supplement. Children with medical contraindications or natural immunity for certain 

diseases will continue to be exempt from the requirements.  

Conscientious objection and vaccination objection on non-medical grounds will no longer be 

a valid exemption from immunisation requirements. 

Immunisation status will be sighted by the Service at the time of enrolment. Parents will then 

be advised that children who have not been immunised may be excluded from care, depending 

on the advice from the relevant authority. 

4.8.3 Exclusion Period 

Excluding sick children from care is an important way of preventing the introduction or re-

introduction of infection to other families in care. 

The National Health and Medical Research Council list of “Recommended minimum exclusion 

periods for infectious conditions for schools, preschools, and childcare centers”  are based on 

the time the person may be infectious to others. Refer to 4.2 Managing Infectious Disease and 

Exclusion and below Recommended Exclusion Periods for guidance.  
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Recommended non-exclusion means there is not a significant risk of infection to others but a 

child who is in the “not excluded” category may still need to stay at home because they do not 

feel well. 

Educators need to be able to provide quality education and care for all the children in their 

care, and this becomes difficult if there is a sick child in care that is requiring the educator’s 

full attention. 

 

4.8.4 Immunisation 

The Service will:  

- collect information from parents regarding medical immunisation and record this during 

enrolment of children; 

- inform parents that as of 1 January 2016, conscientious objections was removed as a 

reason for a vaccination exemption. Children who cannot be vaccinated for medical or 

religious reasons, or who are on a recognised vaccination catch up schedule are 

considered to be up to date.   

- when placing a child who is not immunised in care, consider the appropriateness of the 

placement considering the educator, family members, and other enrolled children. While 

a family’s decision regarding immunisation is respected, the educator ultimately decides 

to accept or deny care to any child who is not immunised. Confidential discussion with 

other families in care is required for this decision to be made. 

- exclude non-immunised children during outbreaks of some infectious diseases (such as 

measles and whooping cough) even if the child is well.  
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4.8.5 National Immunisation Program Schedule 
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4.8.6 National Immunisation Program 
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4.8.7 Recommended Minimum Exclusion Period  
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Review 

 
 Date Details 

Revision 00 07/2015 Original Policy Issued 

Revision 01 12/2016 Reviewed 

Revision 02 08/2017 Reviewed 

Revision 03 10/2020 Reviewed and separated 
from Policy 

   
 

 

Related Documents 
 

Policies 

4.1 Hygiene and Infection Control Policy 

  

Procedures  
4.4 Handwashing and Personal Hygiene Procedure 
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